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M EARLY MEDIEVAL CORPUS OF COIN FINDS- ANGLO-SAXON AND NORMAN 
COINS, AD 410-1180 

The Early Medieval Corpus is a three-year project, set up at the Fitzwilliam Museum in Cambridge 
and funded by the Leverhulme Trust. Our aim is to put together and record in a database the corpus 
of all the single finds of coins minted between 410 and 1180 found in the British Isles. There are 
perhaps 6-7,000 single finds already known, most of them discovered with metal detectors over the 
past ten or twenty years, with several hundred new finds each year. Less than two-thirds have been 
published, and many of these are scattered in the literature, so that even accessing the subset of all 
the published coins is difficult. Many coins are kept by the finders or sold in the trade, and do not 
end up in museums where they might be easily consulted or covered in the Sylloge of Coins of the 
British Isles series. Published corpora cover parts of the period and include single finds, but since 
most of these are over ten years old they fail to include a large and growing number of new finds. 
It was felt that the creation of a complete corpus, to be updated as new finds are made and published 
electronically so that scholars everywhere could quickly and easily access the latest information, 
would fill a definite need. 

After something ofa false start in 1997, the project began in earnest in January 1998. At the end 
of the three years we expect to have created the corpus of already known single finds and put them 
into the database, put a version of this database on the World Wide Web, and prepared a monograph 
introducing the corpus and discussing preliminary findings. The means will then be found to 
maintain, and perhaps expand, the database at the Fitzwilliam. (There is no URL for the database 
as yet, but a link to the online version will be placed on the main museum web page at http:// 
www fitzmuseum.cam.ac.uk/.) 

In the first ten months, we have further developed an Access database provided to us by the British 
Academy (most notably by including images of the obverse and reverse of each coin in the database 
records themselves). We have also arranged and entered details of the kings and coin types over 
the whole period, set up a query interface to allow numismatists with no computer experience to 
search for information easily and efficiently, and entered about 2,400 coins, some from existing 
publications and some from coins that were brought in or photographs that were sent to be identified 
and recorded. 
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The coins have been scanned on a HP ScanJet 4c flatbed scanner at 600dpi, and saved as JPEG 
files. Given clear starting photographs, these images are good enough to make die comparisons. 
Since we are recording finds made all over the country, in most cases we are scanning from 
photographs rather than from the coins themselves, and some of the images in the database are not 
as clear as we would like. We have tried wherever possible to scan published coins from the original 
plates, and we are grateful for the access we have received to various archives (the ten years of the 
British Numismatic Journal’s ‘Coin Register’ are already in the corpus, as are all the single finds 
from Metcalf’s Thrymsas and Sceattas, both from the originals). 

The type classifications used in the database are those of Sutherland and Stewart for early gold 
shillings (‘thrymsas’), Metcalf for early pennies (“sceattas’), and North for later pennies. Since the 
type information remains the same for every coin of a type and that information was put into the 
database first, many fields in the blank forms for a new record will be filled in automatically once 
the type is entered (such as dates of production and circulation, period, denomination, metal, ruler, 
state, and descriptions of obverse and reverse images). 

The query interface enables any user, simply by selecting categories and entering text or making 
selections from menus, to search for coins of a given reign, date, type, mint, county, or specific 
findspot. It also allows searches on a combination of factors, for instance, all the single finds of 
Canterbury coins of 1066-1135 found in Bedfordshire. Reports can be created automatically 
ordered by type or by findspot, or in a more summary form suitable for creating histograms. The 
simple query interface will be expanded as time goes on (searches based on descriptions of the 
obverse and reverse images have already been suggested). The online version will probably be 
limited to the query interface provided, but users with more computer experience will be able to run 
more complex searches on the machine at the Fitzwilliam, or to request the results of more complex 
searches from Fitzwilliam staff. 

At some point next year when most of the currently-known single finds from the British Isles are 
in the corpus, we will put an interim version of the database on the Web. The monograph will be 
produced when the complete corpus is available in the third year. In the longer term, we would hope 
to work with scholars and projects in other countries using the same database to record their finds: 
the combined databases could result in a very powerful tool for the European monetary historian. 

For more information, please contact: Dr Sean Miller, smm1006@cam.ac.uk 

Sean Miller 


m COMPUTING AT “FUNDMUNZEN DER ANTIKE” (FdA), FRANKFURT, 
GERMANY 

“Fundmünzen der römischen Zeit in Deutschland (FMRD)” was founded in 1952 . Initially 
financed by the central government agency, the Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG), in 1986 
it was transferred to the Akademie der Wissenschaften und der Literatur, Mainz, as “Fundmünzen 
der Antike (FMRD/SFMA)” (FdA). While the primary aim of the project remained the publication 
of the corpus of finds of ancient coins from the territory of the Federal Republic of Germany 
(FMRD), the new name reflected an increasingly broad range of activities in the field of the study 
of coin finds, presented in the series “Studien zu Fundmünzen der Antike (SFMA)”. 

The backbone of the work of FdA is the cataloguing of coin finds, both from Germany and other 
complexes worked on by the project. The 32 volumes of the corpus FMRD published so far 
include over 100,000 entries, and the estimated total for all of Germany is 350,000. At an early 
stage it was clear that computers could make an important contribution to the processing of the large 
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quantities of data involved. In the 1960s/1970s first experiments were carried out with punched 
index cards (Randlochkarten), but the technology was soon rendered obsolete. In 1985 a meeting 
was held under the auspices of FdA at the Akademie der Wissenschaften und der Literatur, Mainz 
with the aim of acheiving some form of minimal standardisation of data on coins collected on 
computer, in order to simplify the exchange of information between programs. 

In the late 1980s the programm NUMIDAT was developed by FdA, using dBase III+, to record 
coin finds, and was presented at the 11th International Numismatic Congress, Brussels in 1991. 
Soon afterwards, however, it was decided to change to NUMIZ, the program developed by the 
National Museum of Slovenia, Ljubljana (see CCN 5, p. 2). This not only facilitates the recording 
of coins, it also produces automatically sorted coin lists, complete with indices, ready for final 
publication. As the Slovenian coin finds are published in co-operation with FdA in the series 
“Fundmünzen der römischen Zeit in Slowenien (FMRSI)”, and using the same format as FMRD, 
little or no modification to the program was necessary, which was one of the main considerations 
in adopting it. Furthermore, using an existing program which is already employed by other 
institutions satisfies the desire for some degree of international standardisation. One disadvantage 
of using a ready-made package 1s that the range of applications is limited, and it is not possible to 
export the data for further processing beyond that envisaged by NUMIZ. But this is more than 
compensated for by the user-friendly nature of the program, which means that prepared data can be 
entered by non-specialists. NUMIZ has been in use in Frankfurt for 4 % years, and over 30,000 
entries made. 

Among the other computer applications in operation at FdA, such as desk-top publishing, two 
areas in particular are worth mentioning. The first is a database of information about complexes of 
coin finds (rather than individual coins in finds) using ASKSAM. The aim is to record information 
on hoards, single finds, votive depositis etc., mainly from literature, which can be readily accessed 
to provide a list of comparative material for individual research projects. The database includes 
bibliographic details of the publication, as well as information on the nature of the find and its 
composition. This is not exhaustive, but is merely intended to filter out complexes of coin finds 
relevant to a particular study. 

The final application presented here concerns the analysis of data from archaeological excavations. 
MAPINFO has been used to this purpose with great success. The program can not only be used to 
digitalise excavation plans, its main purpose is to map the distribution of objects from excavations, 
as well as carrying outstatistical studies on them. The data for the objects can be read in from a simple 
EXCEL spread-sheet. In this way large quantities of archaeological data can be rapidly and reliably 
mapped, and constantly updated. For example, MAPINFO has been used to plot over 7,000 coins 
from the excavations at the Martberg (Pommem/Mosel), producing a detailed horizontal stratigraphy 
for the site, and providing unexpected insights into various aspects of the deposition of coins at this 
sanctuary. 

David G. Wigg 


m STADIC — ST. ANDREWS DATABASE INDEX OF COINS 
Sylloge of Coins of the British Isles (SCBI) has been published for the British Academy by the 
Oxford University Press since 1958. To date 48 volumes cover collections mainly in England, but 
also important collections in Scandinavia, Eastern Europe and elsewhere. 

Two index volumes (SCBI 28 and 41), compiled by Veronica Smart, have been published 
covering the series up to volume 40. This information has now been made available as a database 
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onthe Internet (www.st-and.ac.uk/academic/history/resources/loclist.html) under thename STADIC 
and using the program Ingres. The database version also incorporates material from published 
volumes not yet covered in the printed indexes and the material in future volumes will be included 
as they are published. This means that STADIC will be continuously updated with new material. 
Errors and changes in attributions in the printed volumes are also corrected. 

The main emphasis of the series so far has been the Anglo-Saxon, Anglo-Norman and Plantagenet 
periods c. 600-1272. The number of English coins published in the first 48 volumes listed by periods 
are: 


Ancient British c. 95 BC-61 AD 2,167 
Anglo-Saxon c. 600-750 495 

c. 750-973 8,190 

c. 973-1066 18,510 
Anglo-Norman 1066-1154 3,393 
Plantagenet 1154-1272 4,066 
Later 1272- 3,393 
Total 40,214 


In addition there are coins of Ireland and Scotland as well as Scandinavian imitations of Anglo- 
Saxon coins. Several volumes have been devoted to tokens, but this material is not included in 
STADIC. So far only a small part of the collection in the British Museum has been published in the 
series covering Hiberno-Norse coins c. 995-1150 and Anglo-Saxon coins 899-c.973. Otherwise 
most English collections have been published for the main periods covered. To date the largest 
published collection is that in Copenhagen (seven volumes in all) with a total of 8,820 coins. Ofthe 
Stockholm collection, two volumes with 2,351 have appeared while an estimated 23,000 coins 
remain to be published. Thus the already impressive figures of the Sylloge series can be expected 
to grow substantially during the next few decades. This will of course make STADIC increasingly 
important. 

At present it is possible to search the indexes by mint or by moneyer, although more criteria will 
be added in the future. In practice this means that a search is now limited to coins dating from the 
period c. 800-1272. 

After selecting a mint the database gives a list by type and moneyer arranged according to volume 
and number. The name of the moneyer is given both in the regularised form as well as the way it 
appears on the coin. It is also possible to get a list of all mints. In some periods the number of mints 
was very high with up to 70 mints active at the same time. 

Selecting amoneyer is done using a listing of regularised name forms. The program then provides 
a list arranged according to the spelling on the individual coins, followed by type, mint, volume and 





number. The name of a moneyer could be spelt using a number of varieties. It is also possible to get 
a list of all moneyers. The number of moneyers was very large. As an example the 50 types struck 
in the period c. 973-1066 are known from nearly 2,000 different combinations of mints and 
moneyers. The number of combinations probably increase by three to four times if the type is added 
to the combination. 

The types are known by modern name as, for example, Pointed Helmet. In the lists the types are 
abbreviated according to standard reference catalogues. The time of issue for a type could vary from 
a few years (exceptionally months) to a number of decades. Eventually it is hoped to append a table 


indicating the probable time-span of each type. 
Kenneth Jonsson 


E NEW ADDRESSES 

The lists below provide new or changed addresses. If you have information about new 
addresses for inclusion in future lists or if you want to receive (by e-mail) an updated list of 
all addresses please send an e-mail to: kenneth.jonsson@ark.su.se 


wall HOME PAGES 
CANADA 


Calgary Numismatic Society — www. geocities.com/Colosseum/1335/CNSindex.htm 
Nickle Arts Museum — www.ucalgary.ca/-nickle 


ISRAEL 
Israel Antiquity Authority — www. israntique.org.il/eng/news.html 


SPAIN 
Friends of the Segovia Mint — www.segoviamint.org 
La Casa de la Moneda — www. fnmt.es/index.htm 


N E-MAIL 


BELGIUM 

Drs. Marcel L.F. van der Beek — mlfvanderbeek@coins.nl 
Drs. Paul A.M. Beliën — pambelien@coins.nl 

Jean Elsen S.A. — numismatique@elsen.be 

Drs. Albert A.J. Scheffers — aajscheffers@coins.nl 


CANADA 
Nickle Arts Museum — nickle@acs.ucalgary.ca 


DENMARK 
Preben Nielsen — prni@tdk.dk 


FINLAND 
Pekka Sarvas — pekka.sarvas@nba.fi 


FRANCE 
Christian Auge — auge@mae.u-paris10.fr 





Michel Prieur — prieur@cgb.fr 


GERMANY 
Dr. Peter Disch — ilisch@muenster.de 
Dr. Ralf Wiechmann — Wiechmann-Regula_ u. Ralf@t-online.de 


GREECE 
Numismatic Museum, Athens — numusath@ath.forthnet.gr 


ISRAEL 

Donald T. Ariel — donald@israntique.org.il 
Gabi Bijovsky — gabi@israntique.org.il 
Robert Kool — robert@aleph.israntique.org.il 
Helena Sokolov — helena@israntique.org.il 
Robert Kool — robert@israntique.org.il 


ITALY 

Federico Barello — barello@tin. it 

POLAND 

Alexander Bursche — bursche@plearn.edu.pl 
SPAIN 


Prof. Alberto Canto — alberto.canto@uam.es 
Museo Casa de la Moneda — museo@fnmt.es 


SWEDEN 
Harald Nilsson — hnn@myntkabinettet.se 
SWITZERLAND 


Anne Geiser — anne.geiser@serac.vd.ch 
Cosette Lagnel — cosette.lagnel@serac.vd.ch 
Beatrice Schärli — beatrice.schaerli@bs.ch 


UNITED KINGDOM 
Stan Goron — sgoron@msn.com 
Dr Sean Miller - smm1006@cam.ac.uk 
British Museum, Registered users: 
Philip Attwood (Modern) — pattwood@british-museum.ac.uk 
Andrew Burnett (Keeper) — aburnett@british-museum.ac.uk 
Joe Cribb (South Asian) — cribb@british-museum.ac.uk (registered but almost never 
checks it) 
Liz Errington (South Asian) — eerrington@british-museum.ac.uk 
Andy Meadows (Greek) — ameadows@british-museum.ac.uk 
John Orna-Ornstein (Education) — jornaornstein@british-museum.ac.uk 
Venetia Porter (Islamic) — vporter@british-museum.ac.uk 
Ken Sheedy (SNG project) — ksheedy@british-museum.ac.uk 
Luke Syson (medals) — Isyson@british-museum.ac.uk 
Helen Wang (East Asian) — hwang@british-museum.ac.uk 
Gareth Williams (Early Medieval) — gwilliams@british-museum.ac.uk 


6 


Jonathan Williams (Roman, Iron Age) — jwilliams@british-museum.ac.uk 


USA 

Tom Clarke — ocl-tom@ix.netcom.com 

Frank L. Kovacs — mkovacs@ix.netcom.com 
Prof. Cécile Morrisson — morrissonc@doaks.org 


YUGOSLAVIA 
Serbian Numismatic Society — numiserb@yubc.net 
Slobodan Sreckovic — sreckob@eunet.yu 


m INTERNATIONAL NUMISMATIC COMMISSION WEB SITE 
The website of the International Numismatic Commission is intended to make the commission’s 
work more familiar to the international community of numismatists. Most of the content is derived 
from three publications of the Commission: the annual Compte-rendu, which is published after the 
formal meetings of the Commission; the INC Newsletter, which appears twice a year; and Coins and 
Computers Newsletter, which also appears twice a year. 
The official languages of the commission are English, French, German, Italian and Spanish, and 
items in all these languages will be found here. Many users will find the list of members — with 
addresses, fax, e-mail and contact information for the world’s major collections, the most practical 
feature, but we also give here the histories of various collections (three or four will be added each 
year) as well as data on antiquities laws of various countries. Obituaries not only honor prominent 
numismatists but will eventually provide a reference tool for biography. 

Weare open to suggestions for other inclusions, and welcome e-mail on this or any other subject. 


Kenneth Jonsson William E. Metcalf 


m EDITORIAL SECTION 

CCN (the acronym for the newsletter) is a semi-annual newsletter published in June and December. 
The aim is to provide information to all interested in numismatics who are also working with 
computers. The name of the newsletter has been chosen for convenience only and encompasses all 
branches of numismatics: coins, banknotes, medals, tokens etc. from ancient Greece to modern 
times. Current circulation is c. 300. CCN is supplied free of charge and distributed to all INC/CIN 
members and others interested. 

We urge readers to contribute information, comments or questions which might be of interest to 
others to send it to us. Reports on computer activities at museums, institutions etc. are also welcome. 
Reviews of literature where computers have been adopted are also appreciated. 

Contributions to CCN should preferably be delivered to one of the editors as ASCII, Word, 
Wordperfect or Pagemaker files via e-mail or on disk. The present editors regret that they can only 
use disks operating under the DOS/Windows system. However, contributions can also be delivered 
typed on paper. Contributions are accepted in English, French, and German. Proofs are not sent to 
the contributors. 


We welcome contribations to the next issue of COR! 


E-MAIL / HOME PAGE 


Please fill out this form and return or mail it to the CCN editor in Stockholm, 
Kenneth Jonsson, for address see front page. New e-mail addresses and home page 





addresses will be published continuously. 
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